A WARM WELCOME TO THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF
The Immaculate Conception, Stroud; Our Lady & St Therese, Painswick

St Joseph’s, Stonehouse; and The Annunciation, Woodchester.
Parish Priest: Father Eugene Campbell - Tel: 01453 762442 eugene.campbell@cliftondiocese.com

Deacon Steve Bentley Tel: (01453) 751101 Parish Administrator: Marilynne Morgan Tel: 01453 762442
Beeches Green « STROUD + GL5 4AA - X stroud.immaculateconception@cliftondiocese.com & stroudcatholicchurch.com

Parish Safeguarding Representative: Caroline Rush : PSR.stroud.immaculateconception@cliftondiocese.com
Safeguarding Tel. 0117 954 0993 The Diocese of Clifton undertakes to ensure that any allegations of a safeguarding issue are responded
to promptly and to liaise openly with statutory authorities to support investigations, responding sensitively and compassionately to those in
need, and ensuring perpetrators are held to account. We affirm our undertaking for the Diocese of Clifton to be a place where all can come in

confidence, and that they will be cared for and loved by their Christian Community.

Solemnity of All Saints Week 31 of Ordinary Time

Sunday Cycle Year C, Weekday Cycle Year 1, Psalter Week 3

Date

Mass Times

Celebrations

Intentions

Sunday 2" Nov.

6:30pm (Saturday) FE
8:30am (Painswick) FE
9:00am (Stonehouse) FB
10:00am (Stroud) FE
11:00am (Woodchester) FB

Solemnity of All Saints

Peggy, Paddy & Michael McNally RIP,
People of the Parish
Deceased of Vaghi Family
Helen Hursthouse RIP

Monday 3 Nov.

9:30am Stroud

Holy Souls Day

All the Faithful Departed

Father Gary Brassington’s Induction Mass will be at
St Peter’s, Gloucester on Tuesday 4" November at 7pm.

Friday 7" Nov.

9:30am Woodchester

Weekday

Jenefer Israel RIP

Saturday 8" Nov.

11am — 11:30am Stroud

Reconciliation

Sunday 9" Nov.

6:30pm (Saturday) FE

8:30am (Painswick) FB
9am (Stonehouse)FE
10:00am (Stroud) FB

11am (Woodchester) FE

Dedication of the
Lateran Basilica

Bill Ryan Ann RIP
Thanksgiving & Petition
Tony & Rosemary Boyle RIP
Alan Wright Int
People of the Parish

Tuesday 11% Nov.

11:30am Stroud

Requiem Mass

Maisie McGinley RIP

Wednesday 12" Nov.

7:00pm Stroud

St Josaphat

Sandra Money RIP

Thursday 13t Nov.

9:30am Stroud
2:30pm School

Weekday
Yr 5 Class Mass School

Deceased members of Conboy and
Fineran Families

Friday 14*" Nov.

9:30am Woodchester

Beatified Martyrs of Diocese

Holy Souls

Saturday 15" Nov.

11:00am to 11:30am
Woodchester

Reconciliation

Sunday 16" Nov.

6:30pm Stroud FE
8:30am Painswick FE
9am Stonehouse FB
10am Stroud FE
11am Woodchester FB

Thirty-Third Sunday
In Ordinary Time

Michael & Theresa Finneran RIP
Christil Mathias RIP
Deceased Members of Boyle Family
People of the Parish

Monday is Fr Eugene’s day off ~ there is Mass available at 8:15am at More Hall every weekday morning

Diocesan Prayer Link: We pray for the Parishes of St Patrick, Brockworth and Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Churchdown.

Pope’s Prayer Intention for November: For the prevention of suicide:
Let us pray that those who are tempted to commit suicide might find the support, care and love they need in their
Community, and be open to the beauty of life. Amen.

We continue to pray for peace in the world, including the situations in the Middle East and Ukraine. Donations for the

YOUR PRAYERS are asked for those who are housebound, in nursing homes, in hospital or sick including:

Sam Kirby, Susan Squire, Mary Towell, Caroline Sellick, Naomi King, Maggie Ind, Conrad Newman, Jo Curtan, Mary
Paul, Virginia Couchman, Edward Johnson, Maria Capicotto, Sarah Williams, Gisele Smart, Gerardo Capaldo,
Clare McDermott, Pat King, June & John Privett, Olivia Bouzyk, Raphael Moore, Ursula Kyne, Brian O’Donoghue,
Lisa Knight, Francis Kerrigan, Monika Smit, Rebecca Frazier, Joan O’'Donoghue, Peter Ollis, Anne Allen, Sister
Catherine, Daryl Jackson, Jamie Watt, Peter Tay, Janie Wilmot, Kevin Sivell, Niall Walker, Murray Dolan, Christopher &
Clifford Browne, Victor Vincent, Stephen Carden, John Stephens, Phyllis Bruton, Marilyn Anderson, Chris Strong,
Kate Thorley, Amanda Mullins, Paul O’Keith, Simon Terry, Stephen & Paul Coupe, Anthea Van Venroy, and all their

carers.

To add a name to this list please contact the parish office — please ensure you have the agreement of the sick person.
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Links for Live-Streaming of Masses from Immaculate Conception are: Please spread the word, so those

Saturday 6:30pm https://vimeo.com/event/5489077?fl=so&fe=fs unable to attend due to sickness or
Sunday 10:00am https://vimeo.com/event/5489085?fl=so&fe=fs being away, can still get to participate
Monday 3rd 9:30am  https://vimeo.com/event/5489093?fl=so&fe=fs in Mass. This is not a reason not to

Saturday 8% 6:30pm https://vimeo.com/event/5489102?fl=so&fe=fs attend Mass if you are able.

Live Streaming: The Live Streamed Masses will be Saturday 6.30pm and 10am in the Immaculate Conception,
Stroud. The cameras are focused on the Celebrant, the Altar, the Lectern and a long distance one from the
Organ. The cameras will not be on people in the congregation and the only chance of being on camera is your
back when coming to the altar for Holy Communion. When the Children are up for the sending out for Children’s
Liturgy, and at the Our Father the cameras will not be on them. It is a similar system as in the Cathedral and many
Churches. See links for live streaming above.

Parish Office: Closed 2" to 13" 11" November 2025. Father Eugene away 3™ to 6" November inclusive. If you
email, this will be dealt with when the office re-opens on Wed 12" November.

November the month of the Holy Souls. There is an extra Mass on Monday 3rd November at 9.30am for the
transferred Feast of the Commemoration of all the faithful departed. There will be a box to put your November
Lists and the lists of those who have died from your family and friends. There will also be a Book of
Remembrance for you to write the names of those who have died that you wish to be remembered in November.
Each Mass in November will be offered for those names on your lists and in the book. Eternal rest grant unto them
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. AMEN.

Grandparents Meeting: Wed 5" Nov 1:30pm Parish Hall (Stroud). We meet every FIRST Wednesday of the
month for an hour of exchanges, reflections, spiritual readings and prayers. Refreshments followed by meeting at
1:45pm to 2:45pm.

Monthly Soup Lunch at St Joseph’s, Stonehouse THURSDAY 6 November 12:30pm in the Parish Hall - All
are welcome to attend.

Padre Pio Group Meeting: Sat 8" Nov Immaculate Conception Church 11am to12 Noon.

NEXT SUNDAY: Remembrance Sunday 9" November: the day when we remember all those who have been
involved in the World Wars, the many conflicts around the world, and the current conflicts in Gaza and the
Ukraine. Those who fought and those innocent victims who died. We pray especially for Peace this day.

Journey in Faith: (RCIA). The course will begin on THURSDAY 13th November 7pm ~ 8.30pm in the
UPPER ROOM, here at Immaculate Conception, Stroud. This programme is for those wishing to know more about
the Catholic Faith with a view if the so wish, to become members of the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil
Saturday 4th April 2026. These sessions are also good for those over the age of 16 years who have received the
Sacrament of Baptism in the Catholic Church, but who haven’t made their First Holy Communion or Confirmation.
(This is not a general call for the Sacrament of Confirmation ~ the Next date for that will be sometime in 2026).
Anyone from our four Church Communities and area are welcome to come and explore the Catholic Faith. The
sessions will run on Thursdays in school term time. Refreshments will be available.

Please pray for those who have died recently:

Maise McGinley RIP ~ Requiem Mass 11:30am Tuesday 11th November at Immaculate Conception, Stroud
followed by burial at Woodchester Cemetery.

Damien Jordan RIP ~ Funeral Service 12.45pm Friday 14th November at St Augustine’s, Downend followed by
Cremation at Westerleigh Crematorium (Fr Eugene celebrant)

Angela Rich RIP ~ Requiem Mass 11am Wednesday 19th November at Our Lady and St Therese, Painswick
followed by burial at Painswick Cemetery. = May they rest in peace.

SAFEGUARDING SUNDAY: Sunday 16th November 2025. On this special day we will be reminded that
safeguarding those who attend of Churches is the responsibility of EVERYONE. You will receive a leaflet on
Safeguarding in the Church as a member of the congregation. Those who carry out the many ministries within our
communities will be required to sign the Code of Conduct of the Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency and
they will also be given a copy of the Stage 3 CSSA Training notes. This is important to comply with the dictates of
the CSSA.

Tuesday 18" November 11:00am Mass for the Deceased or out Pastoral Area at St Patrick’s Church,
Brockworth (Saint Patrick’s Court, Brockworth, Gloucestershire GL3 4HL). All are welcome to this Mass. There
will be tea and coffee in the Hall afterwards.

BIBLE STUDY GROUP: Tuesday 4" and 11" Nov. 7pm to 8:30pm in the UPPER ROOM Bible Study
course on Luke's Gospel. Third & fourth sessions of a five week course reflecting on Luke's Gospel. All are
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welcome.  Each session is separate, if you are unable to come to all the sessions, you are welcome to
attend when you are able.

CHRISTMAS FAYRE:

The Rosary School and Immaculate Conception Parish Christmas Fayre. Saturday 29t November
2025 9:30am to 1pm. This fayre will take place in the Rosary School Hall this year. To make this as
successful as possible for both School and Parish, we need your help!

¢ We need plenty of strong willing people to help on Friday evening and also on Saturday, for
the moving of heavy items and boxes to the school and then after the event to bring them back
to the Parish, as well as volunteers on the day.

o The Christmas Raffle Tickets have been ordered and due to arrive anytime now. The 1st Prize
this year is Afternoon Tea for Two at the Painswick! with many more prizes as well. Please
pick-up and buy your tickets as soon as possible.

¢ We also need donations for the various stalls, including

o bottles for the tombola,

bath products and cosmetics,

jewellery,

jams & chutney.

Home made cakes and biscuits

Scarves.

Children’s toys and books

Crafts for a gift stall.

O 0O 0 0 0O 0 ©O

Any donations gratefully received. Please bring them to Church or drop them off at the Parish Office during
office hours. If you are unable to donate items, you can make a donation to the event via the Digital
Collection Plates. Thank you.

Sunday and weekday Missals: are available from www.ctsbooks.org Sunday Missal £19.99 Weekday Missal
£55.00 Daily Missal £69.00 These books contain the Order of Mass and Readings, Psalms etc for the
Sunday or weekday.

Five Valleys SVP Group hope to repeat the Giving Tree this year. Further details of items required will be
available soon. In the meantime, perhaps you can think of Christmas items available now in shops, that you might
like to donate as you are able, think “what might | like to receive” and use that as your guide.

CLEANING OUR CHURCH: 15" November 10am to 12 noon. Thank you to those who have already responded
to help us deep clean our beautiful church. Having spoken with Father Eugene, and my own observations - we
need to carry out high dusting to remove cobwebs (which will create more dust of course). If you can stay for a
minimum of 2 hours it would help a lot. If you can spare longer GREAT. More volunteers needed please. Each
will be asked to focus on a section. If you would like to help with this, please contact the Parish Office 01453
762442 e-mail:

stroud.immculateconception@cliftondiocese.com and speak with Marilynne. Thank you in anticipation!

Mass Intentions:

Some people have been enquiring about how to get a Mass celebrated for their intentions, eg. Someone who has
died or the anniversary of death, or wedding anniversary, or birthday or for someone who is not well, private
intention, special or family intention, a special celebration, the Holy Souls, Peace on Earth ..., the list is endless.
All you do, is find a 'Mass Intention Request’ Envelope at the back of the Church, fill out the details requested on
the envelope. It is traditional to include a donation for the celebrant for celebrating the Mass. It is NOT payment
for the Mass. Seal the envelope and either hand it into the Parish Office or to Father Eugene. If you are
requesting a specific date, or location, we will endeavour to meet your requirements, but sometime’s it may not be
possible, due to previously booked Masses, Funerals etc. It is the duty of the Parish Priest, to celebrate at least
one Mass on a Saturday / Sunday for "The people of the Parish'.

FOUNDATION MASSES

A Foundation Mass, is a Mass that is booked to be celebrated on or around a particular date (depending on local
circumstances) for a particular intention for 25 years. It could be that such a Mass is set on the anniversary of the
death or birthday of someone close to you and you would like an annual reminder. It could be for your wedding
anniversary or a poignant date in your life. The cost of such a Mass is £250 ~ the monies are paid in the Diocesan
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Mass Fund and is used to provide a stipend to the Parish Priest for celebrating the Mass (£10) per Mass. If you
feel you would like such a Mass, all you need to do is write the details of the Mass ~ Who is it for ~ On what date
would you like the Mass celebrated ~ It will be celebrated either on that date or close to it depending on local
circumstances ~ Who is asking for the Mass ~ on a piece of paper and include a cheque for £250 made payable
to ‘Clifton Diocese’ and either hand it to me or post it into the Parish Office or Presbytery. The Mass details will be
sent to the diocese and we will let you know when the Mass has been booked. Please note Foundation Masses
cannot be booked for Christmas Day.

Sharing the Word of God today
Feast of All Saints ~ Sunday 2nd November 2025

Today we celebrate the Feast of All Saints, a feast that brings into focus all those who lead good and often holy
lives but are not officially recognised by the Church as being ‘Saints’. The church introduced this feast to
recognise the early Christian martyrs, many of whom were never known by name but who lived faithful Christian
lives and who died for their faith. We may not have known anyone who has died for their faith but most of us have
met people who have devoted their life to living the values of the Gospel. They are the people who strive to live
generously and compassionately. These people are not heroic in the normal sense of the word, but their lives
often are heroic. They are the people who are ready go the extra mile for others and then slip away un-noticed.
When we think of holiness what do we imagine? Perhaps one definition of holiness is the capacity to live without
hankering after the past or imagining the future but being able to focus on the present moment. Such people are
attentive to what is going on around them and in doing so can respond to whatever is asked of them. During the
pandemic we have seen many such people, heroically giving endlessly to meet the needs of others. These are the
blessed people. Today’s Gospel invites each one of us to live humble, peaceful, and wholesome (holy) lives with
Christ at the heart of all our actions and words.

First Reading (Rev 7:2-4.9-14). Here we have a vision of the victorious followers of Christ rejoicing in his
presence in the heavenly Kingdom. Pride of place goes to the martyrs. They receive immediately their white robes
of victory; palm branches are a symbol of triumph and joy. But the martyrs stand for all faithful Christians. It was
visions such as this that inspired the saints. It should inspire us to follow in their footsteps in the hope of sharing
the glory of the Lord.

Second Reading (1Jn 3:1-3). In his love for us, God has made us his children, and destined us one day to see
him as he is. We should live at life that is consistent with this great hope.

Gospel Reading: (Mt 5:1-12) The Sermon on the Mount contains the essence of Christ's teaching. The
Beatitudes are the essence of the essence. They list the qualities Christ wishes to see in his followers, qualities
that are exemplified in the lives of the saints. The beatitudes are the badges of a disciple of Jesus. The things
they stand for are very beautiful - things such as peace, goodness, joy, love, gentleness, compassion, mercy,
integrity.. A person who lives according to the beatitudes is already living in the kingdom of heaven. Eternal life
will merely be the full blossoming of a plant that is green with life.

FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA ~ Sunday 9th November 2025
(Ez. 47:1-2,8-9,12 ~ 1Cor. 3:9-311,16-17~ Jn. 2:13-22)

Today the Church celebrates the feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome, the oldest and highest
ranking of the four major basilicas in Rome. The Basilica of St. John Lateran is the cathedral of the diocese of
Rome, the official ecclesiastical seat of the Holy Father, the Bishop of Rome, not St. Peter's Basilica as so many
mistakenly believe. The Basilica is also called the Church of Holy Saviour or the Church of St. John Baptist. In
ancient Rome this was the church where everyone was baptized. It the oldest church in the West, built in the time
of Constantine and was consecrated by Pope Sylvester in 324. This feast became a universal celebration in
honour of the arch basilica, the ecclesiastical mother church, called "the mother and mistress of all churches of
Rome and the world” (omnium urbis et orbis ecclesiarum mater et caput), as a sign of love for and union with the
See of Peter.
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